
CONGRESSIONAL.
THE LAND BILLS AND THE TARIFF.

HoU*S OF RkflUESKNTATlVES, J I NK 11, 1852.
The House being in Committee of the Whole, and Lav¬

ing under consideration the bill making appropriations for
the Indian Department.

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said: Mr. Chairman,
1 have nothing to offer which can much interest the House
after tlie spicy debutes of the last few weeks; for 1 have
nothing to say on the Presidential question. Indeed, with
us there is no occasion for it; for among all true Whigs
there is perfect harmony, entire unanimity. And, al¬
though 1 am sorely distressed at tbe unhappy dissensions
which have destroyed the Democratic party, and slaugh¬
tered her ablest and most honored chiefs, yet it would be
impertinent for me to interfere. Nor need aught be said
of that very select and highly respectable body of gentle¬
men who denominated themselves the Union party; for,
«lthougb it started with lofty pretensions and considerable
eclat, yet it met an early fate. Engendered by a whirl¬
wind of their own creation, it vanished with the element
that gave it birtft ; for, although we have lately seen its
ghost flitting across this hall, in the agreeable form of the

gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Williams,) with certain
uneasy attendant spirits, yet its corpus is in the tombs ;
and, admonished by the charitable injunction, dt mortuis
nut bonum, I oat necessarily held in the profoundest si¬
lence. with regard to it.

I propose u» discuss the several land bills already re¬

ported to this House, with the legions that are yet in the
Woab of the committee, and incidentally a protective
tariff. ThorfTrtlTB involve the question both of the right
tutd the policy of the General Government to dispose of
..he public lands'.- *Vhe right to dispose of them is ex-

presaly given by the constitution, and ought, therefore,
to be unquestioned. The objects to which they ought to
be applied must depend on the nature of the title. The
title is of two kinds. When the thirteen colonies became
independent they laid claim to large tracts of unoccupied
land. Those claims were often conflicting. Congress,
under the Confederation, invited the States to cede them
to the General Government, and pledged the Government,
by a solemn resolution, to hold them for the equal benefit
of all. Virginia, Srho oeded the Northwest Territory, in¬
serted the express provisions of the grant, 41 that it should
be a common fund fgr the benefit of all the States." The
following is an extract from the deed :

"To remain a fund far the use and benefit of «uch Suite.-'
as fhoaid become meofren of the Federal alliance, according
to their respective proportions in the usual general charges
and expenditures."
That proportion ho^'been definitively fixed by the Con¬

stitution of the Unitett States to be in proportion to the
Federal population of'the several States. The General
Government, therefore,*"holds this land, not in absolute,
unconditional fee-simpit, but in trust, to be applied ac¬

cording to the conditio^ of the grant.
I can find no authority any where in Congress to violate

those conditions, -and testow the land in a different di¬
rection. I would thafik" gentlemen from the new States,
who entertain such delifeate scruples about the right of
the General Government to distribute the lands or their
proceeds among all the States, to tell me where they find
authority for this partial distribution.

There is another class of public lands held by a differ¬
ent title. The Government, after its formation, acquired
large countries by purchase or by conquest. Such was

Louisiana, purchased fjrom France ; Florida, from Spain;
and New Mexico and Utah, robbed from Mexico. To this
land Government has an unconditional title, and may dis¬
pose of it as she sees fit; .still such disposition should be
governed by principles of justice, equity, and equality.
At the time of their acquisition the old Stutee were the
sole owners of all the-'land. Their means acquired the
whole. They sold cenain portions of it to actual settlers
at small prices. Did their grantees acquire any rights
beyond the extent of tfceir surveys ? Did their purchase
of a section jjive them any title or claim, in law or equity,
to the adjoining or any Mother section ?
The Government, in." process of time, laid off certain

boundaries of the public domain, and admitted the inha¬
bitants into the Union *0 a State. Did that act divest the
old States of their title to the unsold lands, or vest any
new interest or right in^he inhabitants ofsuch new State,
except what they acquired in common with all the other
£ tales ? r

This Government hastbeen compared, in this debate, to

a partnership. I>e it sa Here is a strong firm carrying
on business, Hub io estate. The new partner ask*
admission 'Uto the finnj* He is poor, and naked, and pen¬
niless. The old cartons are magnanimous. They admit
him- They agree to && the capital. They pot their
whole fond into the «#mmon stock. Do«s this give the
pew partner anj righV to r^bcl, to claim the whole pro¬
perty, to put hm hand into the foffws and take ont all the

money, and refuse the senior partners %ny part of it ?
Modesty as well as justice would seem to dictate that he
should alLow the eider pinner* at least an equal »hare of
their own.
But gentlemen of the Northwest entertaii! conscientious

scruples as to the power of Congress to fliri*!® the public
lands, or the proceeds, among the States.
Why does not the same objection lie to dividing it among

part of the States ? Can any authority be found for the
latter that does not apply to the former ?
The truth is, their scruples lie much nearer the heart

than any cold abetractions. The objection ie, that the
divisor was too large when it consisted of aB the States,
«md the dividend te imalL It grpws more constitutional
as you reduce the devisor and increase tire dividend.
Their conscience is a large one. -Fill it witfa the whole
public domain, and, like a surfeited boa constrictor,
it is quiet and placid. Put into it but a part of
the land, and, like the stomach of k hungry man, it
becomes uneasy and collapses, tfcic anti-disunion school
are very hostile to large corporations. Yet they would
give the whole of the public lands to Increase the wealth
of private railroad companies. TheWis, to be sore, pro¬
pose to give it to the States. But Ury grant it to the
¦corporations." Last Congress granted land thirty miles
wide to make a railroad from Chicago to Mobile. The
State of Illinois has granted it UvUi* Central Railroad
Company, consisting of the gentlemap from Massachusetts
.{Mr. lU.NTOt'Ly and his associates. ~

The gentleman from MastacbusettCwr- Raxtovi) says
that the United Ptates grant!* this lam^/or the benefit of
all the SutM ; that those roads are but links of one vast
chain of public improvement*, h*dim to the Atlantic
shore*. True; but why not grant t» aO the other com¬

panies a just proportion, to make tfeeur links of this same
chain * If the western link* are uaefal to the East, so

the Middle and Eastern link* are at least equally useful
ito the West. An* the old StatflTto utkf the whole ohain,
and not be allowed to take part at tlwir own land* to do
it with ? Pennsylvania has exp* rxiedJWO,000,000, which
she still owes, to make her link-.to TjfJtiLf a railroad over
the most invincible portion of the whole rout*: and ye*
these grasping n*w State* refuse to Ifl for have her*hare
of her own lands to pay it with, and Felieve the burden of
her people. .

But the gentleman from Mnrftrlmt'"* and others tell
ns that the Government give* away.^jtothing by m«h
grant*, because the bill* provid* that the remaining alter¬
nate sections (for thirty miles whK} «hM not be sold at
le*s than $'2 50 per acre.double the present price of
public land*. This I look upon a* on* of the worst fen-
tture* of these unnumbered bills, totands to retard the
.settlement of the ooautry, by r,}fng iV* price to actual
.ettler*. The alternate wction» grafted to railroad edm-
panie* are held still higher; no marfdmn price i* fixed
to them; they are held up, as we ftH»*to be the avowed
intention of the Chicago and Mobile road, until they shall
'bring $10, $15, and $20 per acre.

If the Government does not make ihe railroad, who
does? Why the purchasers of the remaining Motion*.
Yoo give every alternate section for fifteen miltm, on each
aide of th« road, to the corporation, And charge the price to
the actual settlers on the adjoining land. You make the ac¬
tual settlers build the whole road without giving them a

dollar of the stock. Their money goes to the benefit of
t the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Rartoitl) and

other speculating corporators, and furnishes stock worth
hundred* of millions to them, without their paying a dol¬
lar; and thna enriches them and their posterity out of the
hard earnings of others. This whole system I look upon
as a shameful private speculation. To this I object. Let
every man pay for his own property, and enjoy what he
pays for.

Thia raifcing the price of laada is uryust to the poorer
settlers. The more wealthy man may aelect the choioe
locations, and leave the worthless to him of leas means.

Now, all who can raise $200 may enter land on eqnal
terms. But you raise the price, and he who can raise
1|400 may select a pleasant site near a railroad : while he
who has but $200 must go back fifteen miles from any
such road. Indeed, the hundred roads which yen are

projecting parallel to and at right angles to each other,
will thrust nim back to (I* /<x>t of the Rocky Mount-tin*.
I can give no vote which will make that injurious distinc¬
tion.

THS TABTTf.
The geitleman from Massachusetts (Mr. RAaTori.) sap¬

per** theho grants to railroad companies on the principles
of free-trad*. It Is not my Intention to dlsTOss at mneh
length the doctr.ne of free trade. That has h«cn so am

ply done of late, both orally and in writing, as to become
tedious.

Bat, although the theory has been much discussed, it
has never been reduced to practice, except among barba¬
rian tribe*. I think gentlemen cannot point to a single
highly civilised commercial and manufacturing nation oa-

pable of producing the raw material that has ever adopt,
ed it. Kvery highly cultivated nation has made the pro¬
tection of domestic industry the special care of Govern-

ment. It has been found by tbe cxperienoe of more than
twenty centuries that tbe protection ofdomestic manufac¬
tures by prohibitions, discriminating duties, and commer¬
cial regulations has been auA is tbe true, natural, and
wise policy of nations, or all history is a lie. It is a mis¬
take to suppose that the elevation of one national interest
is the depression of others, as is more than insinuated by
the Baltimore platform, which is intended, not only for
all kiuds of men, but for every fowl of the air, fish of the
sea, four-looted beasts, and especially for every,creeping
thing to stand upon. All classes of national industry, like
the urts and sciences, are bound together by one oomiuon

baud. All flourish or languish together.
Manufactures, in every age, have been the especial

handmaid of agriculture and commerce. Select from his¬
tory any example that you please.take Tyre, which was

perhaps as highly commercial as any nation of her time.
She was also the furthest advanced in manufactures.
.Many of her fabrics have scarcely ever been excelled. Her
dyes have passed into a proverb. She transplanted her
policy with her oolony to Carthage, which soon became a

powerful, the most powerful, maritime nation of her time.
The same cause has produced the same effect wherever it
has existed in ancient or modern times.at Syracuse, at
Genoa, and Venice. But the most powerful example of
the influence of manufactures on the commence and wealth
of nations is to be found in the case of Holland.
Up to the end of the reign of Charles I. Holland was

the workshop of Kurope. Her ingenious and industrious
mechanics and manufactures produced not only enough'
for their own country, bat large surpluses to export to
other nations. That surplus furnished employment for a

large number of her own vessels, which took her fabrics
to other countries, and brought back rich cargoes, not
merely for their own consumption, but for the supply of
neighboring markets. While other nations were trafficking
in the bulky raw materials of little value, she was dealing
in the same material, increased a hundred fold in value
by the industry and skill of her people. Thus she Com¬
manded the market of every country, and not only en¬

riched her mechanics and manufacturers, but her traders
and shippers became merchant princes. She had more

wealth than any other nation, and her commercial marine
exceeded in number of ships all the other nations of Europe
together. Her war vessels also exceeded that of any
other nation. All this wealth, all this commerce, all this
power, was produced by a country of small circumference
and with .Utile agricultural advantages. It was done by
manufactures alone. How did she lose this superiority,
and what country has gained it, and by what means?
Whatever else may be said of the English Puritans, it

is certain that the Commonwealth under Cromwell pro¬
duced some of the ablest statesman of the world.

England at that time was a poor nation, with but few
manufacturing establishments. Her wise men saw that
her insular position and her small territory rendered it
impossible for her to become rich and powerful except
through commerce and manufactures. How were they
to accomplish it ? Did they preach free-trade doctrine ?
That would have exactly suited Holland. 8he had an im¬
mense start in skill and capital, and that system would
have left her forever without a rival; for the nation which
is far above all others in knowledge and means that sys¬
tem which will keep other nations from starting at all is
the true one. Just so surely it is the wrong one for those
who are behind. The statesmen of England were deluded
by no such folly. They saw that they must exclude the
manufactured articles of Other nations and give the home
market exclusively to their own artisans, so as to induce
them to embark their time, their capital, and talents in
the creation of domestic fabrics. 8he admitted the raw

material which she could not produce free, prohibited
the importation of many articles, and laid heavy discrimi¬
nating duties on others. But her main instrument was
the celebrated Navigation Act.
The provisions of that famous law it would be pedantic

for me to enumerate before a body of gentlemen every
one of whom is thoroughly acquainted with it. It is
enough to say that its provisions were the most stringent
and most higliTy protective, both of commerce and manu¬

factures, of any that it was possible to form. Nothing
could be further from free trade. Its effect was all that
its projectors desired. England at once became a manu¬

facturing country. Sht not only had a monopoly of the
home market, but Was soon able to compete with her great
rival in the markets of the world. As a necessary conse¬
quence, her commercial marine increased rapidly; that
nursery fed her war navy until she has become the most
manufacturing, commercial, rich, and powerful nation
that the world ever saw. And where is Holland, who, in
her pride, neglected these precautions ? She has sunk to
an insignificant Power among European nations; she is
overshadowed by her might? rival!

England has acquired all this power, wealth, and gran¬
deur through her protective policy alone. And ntw she
preaches "free trade" to others.to young nations!
And there are found shallow dupes who swallow the bait!

It is often objected to a protective tariff that it is for
the benefit of the rich capitalists. This argument, I know,
is never used by statesmen or writers on political econo¬

my, but often by demagogues who fancy themselves
statesmen.
Now, sir, it is easy to show protection against foreign

competition is mainly for the benefit of the laborer. True,
it helps the capitalists; for it is impossible to benefit labor
without aiding capital, and it is impossible to benefit capi¬
tal without aiding labor.

I have said that protection would principally benefit
labor. The chief value of most manufactured articles
consists in labor. Take iron for an , The cost
of a ton of pig metHi » the most favorable locations ia
this coua'.fy is about twenty dollars. Th* capita) Invest¬
ed C6hsists of the rt»l estate.the furnace and land for
fuel and ore. Of the tWVnty dollars cost, the labor in
producing the ore, coal, ami smelting anxfhnts to about
eijAften dollars per ton. Not more than two dollars is
capital. Any protection given to iron is given to the
laborer in the proportion of nine'dollars to one dollar to
capital. ,
The whole of the labor, to be suit;, ii not dorfe by the

collier, the miner, and the furnace htods; a part frf it Is
the labor of the farmer, the miller, altd the butehdr, 'wfco
supply the grain, beef, and other provisions. Still the
protection is mainly to the laborious industry of tfec coun¬
try. So it is with fabrics of etffton and wool. The value
of the raw material is increased by the labor of the ope¬
ratives from four to twenty times. And a great part of
the value of the raw material is the dtoct of labor, not

] capital. Whoever, therefore, sustains the protection of
domestic industry sustains the labor of the people; who¬
ever oppose* it votes for their oppression and poverty.

I have said that every branch of national industry it
dependant on every other, and partakes of its prosperity
or depression, but perhaps fio class is so largely bene¬
fited by protection as the farmers, as none contribute so
largely to the power and independence of nations. If it
were necessary that either commerce or agriculture shouldsacrifice something to the other, let it he commerce. It
is possible to push foreign trade too far. Cicero, in hi*
treatise on the Republic, says that the reason of the great
weakness of Carthage was that she gave too much atten¬
tion to her shipping, and neglected agriculture. The
wealth of the farmer arises from his surplus products.
And their value depend" uy« n a ready, a handy, and a
constant market. The nearer to his farm yon bring that
market the better for him. The fanner who must send
his produce from Pennsylvania to England for a market
must deduct from the price the cost of freight. The
fanner in Ohio, Indiana, or Illinois who sends his to the
seaboard, and thence to Europe, finds half the price con¬
sumed in carriage. If each bad as good a market in his
own State, he would save all that expense, and double his
profits.
How nre you to create that market* In the same way

that other nations Have don*. Build up manufacturing
villages, towns, and cities in your own land. Your sur¬

plus provisions now go to a distant market, to feed those
who make your cloths, your cottons, and your iron. If
},( «p consumers wore within tor, rniln of yon, in.«tcii4l of
three thousand or four thousand miles, bow much more

profitable would farming be' Gire the home marke* t&
your own manufacturers, Mid yx>u Vould find flourishing
cities filled with consumers springing up on your numer¬
ous water-falls, from Maine to Missouri. 80 it was that
England built Manchester, flirmingham, Sheffield, Glas¬
gow, and all her other manufacturing cities I'ndcr this
system not only would such establishments exist in the
Atlantic States, but they would swarm in the vast world
that lies north and west of the Ohio.
The true policy of this country is to build up Urge

manufacturing and commercial cities on the great lakes
and the waters that feed the Mississippi. There is per¬haps no eountry in the world of equal extent more fertile
than that valley. A f«w years will Ml the forests and re¬
duce it to cultivation. Where will that vast grain-grow¬ing country flijd a market for it* product* T
One gentleman (Mr Rajitoti,) advises them to build

railroads, and send it to New York, Boston, and Philadel¬
phia, instead of consnming it at home; bat they should
recollect that when they have got it there, they will find
no market. They hare simply taken it to the place of
embarkation to a European marVet.a poor ana uncer
tata market. They are taught that their true policy is to
raise the raw material, of (treat bulk and little rain*, to
carry five thousand mites to a precarious market! They
are not even to encourage a market for it in Pennsylvania,New York, or Massachusetts.

It seems to me that the interest of the Northwest is to
find their mnrket boy01Ml the Afghani*. Why should
not the shores of the great lakes and rivers become the
peat of great manufacturing and oomrnemul towns and
cities, aa well as the shores of the Eaxine and the
HoHio ?
Suppose all the people of the West to be agriculturists,and to bring their produce to the Atlantis eitiea for a mar

ket, what weuld be th( effect on the farmers this mde the
Allegbaniea.of Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and
New York ? The Eastern market would be glutted byWestern produce, and the prices so depressed as to de-

stroy tht farming interests of the Middle*St&tel. Land
in Pennsylvania and New York would greatly sink in va¬
lue, and all stimulant* to industry be taken away. Surely
thin free-trade is a lovely system, which not only eaats its
blight on the manufacturer and laborer, but reduces real
estate to half its value!

It is a question of serious import, whether this coun¬

try will ever become sufficiently manufacturing to pro¬
duce enough for her own consumption, and furnish for
exportation. It is very certain that under the free trade
system she never will. It is just as certain that she may
soon become so if she follows the system which gave
England her present pre-eminence. Take iron, and see
how England fostered its growth from infancy to its pre¬
sent gigantic stature? At the time of our Revolution
England produced less than 150,000 tons of all kinds of
iron. She commenced protective duties, which were
several times increased until 1820. In that year her
whole make wus 305,000 tons. The duty on foreign bar
iron was then fixed at £7 18s. tid., about $40 per ton.
Under the influence of that tariff her production increased
with astonishing rapidity. Her make of the present year
is about 3,000,000 of tons. She can now take oil the
duty and supply the world with the article which she has
created by protection! The following extract is from the
proceedings of English iron masters, lately assembled: ^

'. The iron mutters of Great Britain held their quarterly
meeting at Birmingham on the 8th of January. An Englishj
paper rejoices over the healthy state of the iron trade in that
country, and given the following facts in corroboration of it:

It may Oe tutJ til, too, to mention that the low price of iron
' iu thii country hut had the effect of checking, to a eery great' extent, the produce in America.
"'Very large orders have been received from that quarter

'within the l«--t fortnight, and we have the assurance of those
' who are well informed on the subject that ordeyi to a greatly'increased amount may be expected in the spring.'"
» You have observed what interest England takes in this
great branoh of industry, and what pains she takes to
prevent any rivalry; to prevent other nations from adopt-'
ing the policy which she pursued act their age.- That
shrewd and selfish nation goes the extraordinary lengthof interfering with the legislation of bther countries. At
the commencement of the last Congress, the British Gov¬
ernment, hearing that the Whigs had elected their Presi¬
dent, became alarmed lest American interest should
triumph over British interests, and instructed their Min¬
ister here to interfere. Sir H. L. Bulwer addressed the
following letter to our Goyernment:

British Legation,
Washington, January 30, 1850.

Sir : It having been represented to her Majesty's Govern¬
ment that there is some idea on the port of the Government
of the United States to increase the duties upon British iron
imported into the United States, I have been instructed by
her Majesty's Government to express to the United States
Government the hope of her Mtyesty's Government that no
addition will be made to the duties imposed by the present
tariff of the United States, which already weigh heavily on
British productions; and I cannot but observe, for my own
part, that an augmentation of the duties on British producermanufactures, mude at a moment when the British Government
has, by a series of measures, been facilitating the commerce
between the two countries, would produce a very disagreeable
effect on public opinion in England.I a»il myself of this opportunity to renew to you the as¬
surance of my most distinguished consideration.

HENRY L. BULWER.
Hbn. John M. Clayton, Ac.
This certainly was a bold measure. For a foreign Gov¬

ernment to attempt to obstruct the modification or repealof an American law by an American Congress Was de¬
nounced by some as impertinent. But to me it seemed
natural, if not proper. It must be remembered that the
tariff of 1846 was produced by her Britannia Majesty,after great anxiety, expense, and labor. During the periodof its gestation she had an agent, with rooms assignedhim in this Capitol, to watch over its progress, and facili¬
tate its advent. It was safely delivered by the aid of the
celebrated accoucheur, Mr. Secretary Walker. It it now
one of the most cherished of her Majesty's numerous
offspring. No wonder, then, that she felt paternal yearn¬ings for its fate, when she heard that it was in danger of
being mutilated by the ruthless hands of :he Whigs. The
gentleman from Massachusetts has done, and may still
further do, a benevolent act, by assuring ter Mtyesty that
she has no cause for alarm ; that she has in this country
numerous faithful, able, and vigilant frieads guarding its
safety; and that so long as the Democratic party governsthe councils of the nation, British interests will be pro¬tected against the encroachments of American interests.
1 need hardly say, sir, that, under the operation of this
British tariff the iron masters of the United States are
not only doing a losing business, but that utter and inevi¬
table ruin stares them in the face, without speedy Con-
gressional relief.

I hare heard of hut two modes suggested to enable the
manufacturers of this country to compete with Europe.The one is, to lay a duty on foreign importations equal to
the difference between tho cost or the article in Europeand the cost of the same article here. The other is, to
reduce the price of American labor to the average priceof labor in Europe. *

.

Certainly, if practicable, either mode would effect the
object.
The duty, to be protective, should be equal to the dif¬

ference of the wages of labor in the two countries, or we
can never long sustain our establishments. That would
pive liberal wares Mtd ftli th? comf9rt« of life to our labor¬
ing elates. Tils Is the Whig policy. The other mode,
advocated by able statesmen in the South as well as in the
North, whoqe standanl-bear<er is now General PierM, is
to strike off from tire Jriee paid American operatives the
difference betwtea trliat they n<*v receive and what is

Iiaid in similar laUrers. ket for a m< ment
ook at it? effect The common Y*rlC« paid laborers in
Europe is one shilling sterling a day, ana they find them¬
selves. I see by an address of a iwrce operator, publish¬
ed ?n 1861, that he pays from 8d- to Is. By a later pub-
Pieation 1 find wages on the continent are eight cents. In
order to get cheap labor, they eaffloy women as well as
men in the most laborious work. According to the report
of a committee of Parliament, women aro employed in
mining coal several hundred feet under ground. They
were found harnessed into cars, hauling heavy loads from
the long drifts to the shaft. In consequence of these low
prices, the laboring classes have scarcely enough to feed
and clothe them. They Hve on poor fhre, are meanK
clad, and have nothing to bqptow on the education of their
children. They grow up in ignorance, to remain hewers
of wood and drawers of water from neneration to genera-
lion. Thi* may be borne where the people have no vtice in
the Government. This is the Democratic .cbeire. Por
my part, I prefer the protective policy, whiok pw« to
laborer* the dignity and the feeling* of Independent free¬
men, and enables them to lit their children to share in
the government of the Republic ; let those ^*ho wish to
degrade labor choose the other.

I think every impartial mind muvt see that the tariff of
1846 is vicious in principle and nnwtte in its provisions.
When protection in most needed the ad valorem system
affords the least, and when not needed at all it becomes
burdensome. When foreign iron codts thirty dollars per
ton in Europe, the duty, at thirty ftr cent., would be nine
dollars, when n* protection would be needed. When it
flails in Europe to ten dollars per ton, which is the pre¬
sent case, the duty also falls to three dollars per ton.
This is an absurdity in legislation. Nor can it be reme¬
died by the ad valorem system without adopting tie slid¬
ing scale, raising the duty as the price falls, so m to keep
the cost here always the same. This would be difficult to
do. There are many things that enter into manufacture*
which we cannot produce in this country. They should
be admitted duty free. But the tariff of 1840 levins a re¬
venue duty on them.
May we not hope that the Committee of Ways end

Mran* will take up the subject and revt»e that Injurious
aot ? Cannot a fixed duty be levied on iiim eqnd to wfeet
was intended by Congress to be fixed by the tariff of 1846 ?
in 1846 the official price of pig iron at Glasgow wns $21,
the duty at SO per cent, waa $fl.30.$27.SO; which, with
the cost* an<l rbarges, wnnM have brought foreign iron to
$30 per ton. Now, the price of pig at the same place i*
$10 per ton, and the duty falls to $¦'. $].'.; making,
with costs and charges added, not nnr.re than $15 for the
price on our wharves The difference between the priceof foreign iron now and when the duty wns laid is $15
To carry ont the spirit of the tariff of 1846, the duty
should be raised so a* to keep the price of the foreign ar¬
ticle* at what it was when that tariff went into effect In
1846 bar iron in Liverpool was worth $88 per ton. The
duty then laid was $2f>.40.$114.40. Now, the wme
article Is nt *25 per ton, and the duty falls to $7.50,
making $32.60 per ton ; making the difference'of the cost
here $81.90.
The consequence of this tariff is, that in 1843.we im¬

ported pig iron 3,873 tons.
In 1840 105,632 "

In 1843, of bar iron only 22,011 "

lo 1849 274,499 44

Mors than tenfold of an increase.
It Is easy to see that under such a tariff, with such in¬

creased importations and such diminished prices, the iron
work* of the United States must soon be closed - that every
rolling-mill, furnace, and forge mnst extinguish tbei* *res,
and every hammer must lie idle on the anvil.
An impression has gone abroad that England has adopt¬

ed free trade and abandoned her protective policy. This,
I think, is a great mistake. I believe her present *jste«
to be as highly protective as M ever was ; and, if itsfconB
be as successful with ether nations as H has been with
this, more certain to ensure her permanent asosndency
Her boast of free trade is founded on the repeal ef the

corn laws. That aot, in my judgment, Was " an act to
give farther protection and enconrsgemfmt to her manu¬
factures " ny her corn lawn the importation of foreign
grain was prohibited, unless when it raised to fansine
prices in England. That kept the price of provision* high.
The manufacturers were out of proportion to th« agricul¬
turists The prioe of proridons materially affected the
cost Of manufactures. The low price of provision* in this

country was some set-off to the low price of labor in Eng¬
land. Englatid h« it, and determined to deprive u» of
this advantage. Bbe repealed her corn laws, and admit¬
ted proviaious duty free. Tlie price of flour is England
now in as cheap us it wan in thin oountry before the re¬

peal uf her corn laws. Germany and Ruasiu are close at
hand with large surpluses ready for market. The inonu*
l'ucturera feed their workmen just so much tbe cheaper,
and can afford to reduce the price of their goods.

England has thus given additional protection to manu¬
factures, and deprived us of the only advantage we had
over them. This is " free trade!" This is " l&craliiing "
commerce!
But let us look a little further and see how far England

has abandoned the protective system. Ad valorem duttet
are said to be a great advance towards absolute free
trade, which Mr. Walker lately boasted he hoped to see
soon prevail. We collect all our own duties on the ad
valorem principle; England rejects it. I have not been
able to see her returns for this year, but in 1848 she col¬
lected from customs something over $10^,000,000! Of
that sum less than $170,000 was raised on the ad valorem
principle, and more than $104,750,000 on the specificdiscriminating principle. Specific duties give protectionby discrimination, and prevent frauds, which must always
occur under the ad valorem.

Let us look at a few items of the British tariff, and see
how wisely it is contrived to foster domestic Industry.'Take the article of silk, for example. Her climate is too
moist to enable her to produce the raw material. Her
tariff iB so framed as to invite that to her shores to be
worked by her laborers. Here is her rate of duties:
Rawsilk ...free.

£ i. d. $ cts.
Thrown lilk, dyed ....0 2 0 0-H
Silk or satin, plain, pur lb 1102 42
Figured or brocaded, per lb 15 0 330
Gauze, figured or brocaded, per lb.... 1 7 6 666
Velvet, figured, per lb 1 666 6d
Drtneee, each, silk 2 1001250

Precisely as the value of the raw material is increased
by labor, is the duty increased so as to sec\ire that labor
to her own citizens.a wise and patriotic regulation.Again, take tobacco, which is mostly imported from this
country:

£ s. d. $ cts.
Tobacco, unmanufactured, per lb 0 3 0 0 oti
Snuff, per lb 0 6 0 1 il2
Manufactured, or cigars, per lb 0 9 0 200

This is not all; it is further provided that all tobacco
imported, manufactured in England into shag, roll, cut,
or twist tobacco, or cigars, and exported, shall be allowed
a drawback per pound of 2s. 7.Vd., leaving a duty on the
raw article imported for manufacture and exportation of
4Jd., or eight cents.

Under this encouragement, owing to the cheap price of
labor in Europe, our tobacco is taken there, manufactur¬
ed, and brought back to undersell the same article in our
own markets. Journeymen cigar-makers in this country
are now petitioning Congress for relief, stating that theycannot compete, under the present duties, with the jour¬
neymen cigar-makers of Europe, who materially interfere
with their business. Free-trade England levies a duty oncigars of $2 the pound; duped America of a few cents!
Why should not the importation of cigars into this to¬
bacco country be prohibited ?

In looking into the English tariff laws I find the fol¬
lowing :

"A list of GOODS absolutely PROHIBITED to be IM¬
PORTED."

It begins with arms, ammunition, and utensils of war,and goes through several pages of other article?.I will not tire you by enumerating other articles ; all
are rated with a similar view to the encouragement of do¬
mestic manufactures. I think I have shown thnt Englandacquired and preserved her wealth, her greatness, her
prosperity, both as a manufacturing and commercial na¬
tion, by protection ; and that, at this day, she still ad¬
heres to it with determined pertinacity ; and that all her
seeming approaches to free trade are really protective
enactments.

I will now briefly notice the extraordinary and fabulous
statement of the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.rantoul) relative to the effects of the tariffs of 1842 and
1846 on the prices of our agricultural products. He
states that agricultural products were reduced in value
under the tariff of 1842, and raised in value under the
tariff of 1846. He states that all the exports for four
years before 1842 were worth more than they would have
brought under the tariff of 1842 by $125,000,000; and
that all our exports for the four years since 1846 brought
more by $150,000,000 than they would have broughtunder the tariff of 1842. It is said that figures cannot
lie. If the gentleman intended to convey the idea by this
array of figures that the price of grain and other pro¬visions was depressed by the tariff of 1842, and again
raised by the tariff of 1840, (and what else could be mean ?)then I am bound to say that figures have been so arranged
as to convey a false idea, and make an erroneous impres¬sion «n the public mind. <

From 1837 to 1842 there was a suspension of specie
payments. Of course, there being no check on bank is¬
sues, our circulating medium became very large. The
price of every thing rese in proportion to that increase
just as it did in 1814. The tariff of 1842 restored the cir¬
culating medium td a sound specie basis, contracted the
currencv, and of course reduced the nominal value of
every thing.
The gentleman says tiefl the aneraye prices of grainIraised about thirty cents per bushel under the tariff of

1846. Observe, he says the avrrnge price for the last
four years. And he would have us infer that this was
caused by that tariff. This is hardly candid. It hardly
becomes the argument of o veracious statesman. He
cannot be ignorant of the cause of snob rise. In 1847 a

portion of Europe was visited by . famine more distress¬
ing than afcy of modern timet. The surplus grain from
all parts "<>f the world was hardly sufficient to supply
them. The price of wheat run up from $1 a bushel to
$1.7*, and in some instances to $2, fc. our own markets.
Did the tariff of 1846 produce this rise ! If ft did, then
itf"odueed the famine in Europe. This I can hardly be-
lkfre, althouglrit is producing poverty, want, and misery
in the poor man's cottage in this country.

During the ffcmine, in 1847 and 1848, our exports of
provisions amounted to $105,007,976. Thlk was at prices
?arying from $1.50 to $2 per bushel. With the disap¬
pearance of the famine, prices sunk below the standard of
1846; and in the two following years, 1849 and 1850, our

export* amounted to only $65,167,420. Now, time gtntle-
man (Mr. BAKTon) takes the $106,000,000, raised to
near $2 by the famine, and adds it to the $65,000,000,
and averages the two, and tells the country that the tariff
of 1846 had raised the price of grain to an average of
$1.26 a bushel, from ninety-nix cento under the tariff of
1842. Sir, every farmer knows the fallacy of suoh state¬
ment He knows by sad experience that aa soon as the
famine ceased to operate grain fell lower than it had been
tor many years ; and Instead of being at $1.26, it sunk
and to now selling at from seventy-five to eighty-five cento
a bushel. I tee by a morning paper that ttonr to selling
In Baltimore at $4 a barrel.

Such, also, is the sophistry.to give it no harder name.
which the gentleman uses with regard to all our other ar¬
ticles of exportation. Th« gentleman boasts that the ta¬
riff of 1846 has largely increased our exports. It to true,
that since 1846 onr exports have increased some
$70,000,000, and our imports $90,000,000, or perhaps
more. This I consider the worst effect of the tariff of
1846. The exports of breadstuffs and provisions in 1861
has sank to $21,948,651, txyng $5,752,470 less than in
1846, while the law of 1842 was operating. That year
our exports of these articles were $27,701,121. The In¬
crease of exports consists ia cotton and a few other arti¬
cles used for manufacturing. The increase of imports
consists in fabrics manufactured from those same ex¬

ports.with iron, et cetera. I9 other words, the tariff of
1R46 decreased the manufacture of cotton in this country,
and seat abroad about $40,000,000 worth whieh had be¬
fore been bought for the home market; and tb#n reimport-
ed the same articles in the shape of manufactures.
The gentleman might easily devise a law which would

stni further increase these blessings. Let the mannfao-
turing and mechanic arts in this country be entirely de¬
stroyed by your legislation ; then several hundred millions
of raw materials which we still manufacture would be
sent abroad to be worked up and brought back again; and
our export would be greatly enlarged. The principle and
policy are the same whioh we are now pursuing, oarried
to their legitimate results.
The balance of trade to now, and has been for several

years, about $.10,000,000 per year against us. Had itnot
been for the discovery of the gold mines of California it
would, before this, have11 drained the country of everydollar of specie. We are exporting specie now at the
rate of $66,000,000 a year ; the export* for the first five
months of this fiscal year being $27,594,236. The gen¬tleman admires this operation. He saya, if we were not
thus drained, gold would became so plenty as to throw us
into "inextricable confusion." I thought the gentleman
was a hard-money politician, and desired to see hard
money enough to form our whole circulating medium.
But has the gentleman no compassion for Europe T Are
we to dig $100,000,000 of'gold a year, and pour all into
Europe to throw her into a " state of perfeet anarchy T"
He says if it were to remain here "it would be tbo g**'"*"
eet calamity." Who would it hnrt t I know it Would
raise the price of property, of manufactures, and would
increase the wages of the laborer. That, to be sure,
would run oounter to the Democratic soheme of reducing
the price of labor to ten cento a day. It would do no
other damage.
The gentleman Mem* perplexed to know how to rocon-

eile his ennstltnente to the squandering of the public lafids.
But he argues that increasing the means of transportation
between the Kast and the West will retard the progr**" of
the new States' in the manufacturing and mechanic arts,
and secure to the northeastern portion of the Union a mo¬

nopoly of that business for an indefinite period of time.

Why, sir, this is protection! This jfe a cunningly-devisedscheme, under the pretence of fri andship for ihe West, to
postpone their progress for the benefit of New England.This is a kind of English con>tar free-trade. The gen¬tleman hopes, in this way, t^ seoure the affections of themanufacturers of Massachusetts and of the people of the
West. In other words, would keep the inhabitants of
tbe Northwest in a st ^te of imperfect civilization. Na¬
tions without manufactures may be highly respectable,but cannot be highly refined. Man, in the shepherd state,ig innocent, and perhaps happy. But it is not his true,ultimate destiny. J think the Northwest owe the Govern¬
ment but little gratitude for this attempt to retard their
refinement.
but the gentleman gives a gloomy warning that even

this ingenious contrivance will not always keep down
manufacturers in the Northwest; that they will not,,al¬
ways get their sheetings from Lowell and their iron Irom
l*»nnsylvania; that they will ultimately make all these
things for themselves. For my part, sir, I say the sooner
tbe day arrives the better. Let only a wise policy ex¬
clude foreign articles, and the Eastern market, with the,
markets of other countries, which we should be finally
strong enough to enter, will suffice the manufacturers of
the East; and the Eastern agriculturist, being free from
the competition of the West, will rejoiee in tbe event.
The gen^eman tells us that all branches of industry are

flourishing. This will be news to the manufacturers and
farmers. He tells us that the iron business is particu¬larly prosperous. This will be consoling to our iron-mas¬
ters. Let them go home and dream, as the gentleman
dreams, of golden profits while the sheriff is selling them
out under the hammer. Sir, these are the opiates of a
quack administered to a dying man. The iron business
instead of flourishing is nearly destroyed. The tariff of
1842 raised the production in this country from 280,000
tons to 705,000 tons, which was the make of 1840. The
tariff of 1846 sunk it to 418,000 tons, which was the make
of 1851.a decrease of one-half.
In 1846 the importation ofl bar-iron was 69,625 tons.
In 1851 itwas 341,750 "

Increased fivefold by the tariff of 1846.
We hear much of the beauty and justice of " recipro¬city" in commercial regulations. Can their be any real

reciprocity under the same law* among nations unices
their circumstances are equal? Suppose two nations
agree to admit without duty Certain articles which one
nation produces and the other nation does not, where i9
the reciprocity ? Suppose they agree to admit at equal
duties articles in which one nation has already embarked
large capital and much skill, and is in the successful pro¬duction of, while the other is just struggling to start the
manufacture of it; there is no reciprocity. The one will
monopolize the market and crush the other.

It is only when nations are equally advanced in skill,
in capital, and the power of production, that reciprocallaws are just. You quay impose on a fullgrown man the
task of carrying one hundred pounds weight. " Reci¬
procity" requires that the boy of ten years old should
carry a like burden, though it crushes him to the earth.
Such is the operation of " reciprocity" between old and
voune nations.

185011irl! il!us/r?ted in tbe article of cotton fabrics. In
we imported cotton goods from England to the

imported of the

arai^tSftvS Tf°X2*1°! T,en,J »f dollars
agaiMt fifty dollars is the effect of free reciprocal «trade."

J3^Lp»S..r!flect °°T *»" ele« .«*
rulers as will pursue a wise and prosperous policy.

AGRICULTURE IN CALIFORNIA.

r
San Francisco correspondent of the New

1 ork Courier and Enquirer writes as follows, under
date of the lGth May :

'
'

"The agricultural prospects for the season are highly
encouraging. Large crops of barley are ripening in the
San Jose and Santa Clara valleys, as well as in the Sac¬
ramento, San Joaquin, Napa, and Sonoma districts. New
potatoes are already coming into market, and we have the
greatest variety of vegetables constantly on hand at low
rates for California. The probable effect of the year's
culture will be a still further reduction of prices for vege¬
tables and barley, though of wheat, oats, buckweat, rye,
and corn but very little will be produced. Corn indeed
does not succeed at all in any part of this State or Ore¬
gon, but for every kind of cereal grain no climate and soil
can be superior to ours. It will be long before we will
raise our own wheat, not for want of capacity in the soil,
but by reason of the competition of Chili and Oregon,
both of which can raise it far cheaper than we can. In¬
deed, Oregon herself is partly supplied with flour from
Chili, the addition of freight and duties to the price
there being far less than the extra cost of labor on this
coast. Tiy business of stock growing is fast increasing.
Fresh butter and milk are not now the rarities they once*
were, while fresh pork, though still high, is plentiful in
tbe markets.

CHOLERA AT MAYSVILLE, (Kt.)
This mysterious disease broke out at Maysville on Sun¬

day, the (ith instant, in a highly malignant form. There
were six deaths on Sunday, and fourteen on Monday,
leaving eight cases still lingering, of which it was sup¬
posed that four were hepeless. This is an extraordinary
mortality. No new cases had occurred up to noon of
Tuesday.
A FuBrsTixamo ExraniTioa..It is very well known

that this famous General Morthtad, who has figured so

extensively in tbe lower part of the State of California,
has been in Sacramento for several months back collect¬
ing a company of ambitious and restless youths for the
purpose of making an excursion to the South either to
distinguish themselves or to better their fortunes. But
little definite has as yet transpired relative to his ob¬
ject, and it is frequently hinted that he has a very inde¬
finite idea is tbe premises himself. 8uffice it to say the
company, whatever their purpose may be, have purchas¬
ed, provisioned, and fitted up a barque, and are now on
their way down the Sacramento river..AUa California.
Siva* Persoss Drowned..A melancholy accident oc-

ourred near Horton, Nova 8ootia, by which the Rev. Ed.
ward D. \ bry, (pastor of the Baptist church in the ad¬
joining parish of Portland, N. B., and editor of th« St.
John Christian Viaitor,) Professor C*JMu», and four
students belonging to Acadia College, loat their lives by th«
upsetting of a boat Of eight persons in the boat, only
one boatman escaped. The names of the students were
Messrs. Rand, Phalen, Grant, and King
Amerka* IwTCRvrvno* ij. thk East Ispies..Pome

time ago account* were received here of the seiiure of the
j nirrican schooner i lirt by the Dutch authorities of Java
for an alleged attempt at .« Intervention " between the
ntch and the Sultan of Jambi, one of their subject

pnnce* in the island of Sumatra. Tbe Singapore Times
pves some further particular* of this affair. It appears

| tliat %|)i)e the Flirt lay at I'alembanff, in Sumatra, the
master of the vessel set out on a journey to the city of,
Jambi, but was wrested by the Dutch before he reached
that place. In m»e of his stocking* was found a letter in
the Malay language, signed by MV. Gibson, tbe master!
and owner of the Flirt, inciting the Sultan to throw off

bjs dependence on the Dutch, offering him tho "material'
aid" of arms and ammunition, and promising that he'
sbotdd be supported in his rebellion by a squadron ofi
American ship* of war. The Dutch immediately took
possesion of the Flirt, and made prisoners of the crew,
whe, with the captain, are now lying in the prison at Ba- j
tavia awaiting their trial. 1

Captain Gibson savs in bis defence that he signed the
letter not knowing Its conteiits ; and that the mate was

only going on a pleasure excursion Into the interior of the
island. According to his statement, the Malay who WTote
the letter was direoted merely to explain the object of the
mate in his excursion, and the affair is represented as a

trick of this native or of the mate himself. It does not

appear what motives either of these persons could have
had in plotting such a piece of mischief. Tbe affair is
something of a mystery.

Jambi, ths kingdom above mentioned, lies on the east1
coast of Sumatra, between Palembang and the equator

[Botlon Courier.

" nrmtVM, Jus. 11.-Throe brothers named Camp¬
bell have ^®".y.sted near Beatty's Station, forty
miles beyond Pittsburg, for robbing the mail* between'
here and ftflftdelptiia. Abont sixty thousand dollars in

*2? f0Und ln th«r Potion,
in rappMed to have been abstracted from the mail*

m thi" dt7' and another,
Joseph Campbe.l was a brakeman on the Central railroad 1

-in" Zn for the roW*"7 Of Hamilton
Beatty, when a portion of the content* of the mail was
found m hi* pockets."
Summary Wore..The police have made some fifteen

arrests of parties concerned in flooding onr cltv wit'i th»
spurious five dollar bills on the Commercial Bank of Phil,
delphia. A large amomt of the counterfeit money has
also been recovered by the offieewi i likewise a oonsidera-

gngidwsriw-awere engaged in passing the notes here were nnrtued
to Columbia and brought tr&m Where yesterday.

[ Philadelphia Bulletin.

THE WH1G8 OP SOUTH CAROLINA.

At a State Convention of the Whimi of Booth
Carolina, held at Chasfeeion on the 16th June, 1862,pursuant to notice given on thp 27th May. '

Dr. F. Y. PofCHJta was called to the Chair, a#dW. 8. Coatjbs, -Esq. appointed Secretary.G. S. Bryan, Esq., Chairman of a Committee
consisting of James Adokr, J. L. Petigru, Rich¬
ard Y^adon, and Afai. Oreog, Esqa., presentthe following preamble and resolutions, which were
unanimously adopted :

The history of th* Whigs of the South as a party provesthat devotion to the Union has been their cardinal princi¬ple ; that they have ever been willing to encounter looal
hostility in aupport of what they deemed ^reut patioaalinterests; and to.stand steadfastly in opposition, even to
their own section, in reference to measures which pro¬mised it partial advantages, but pLacod in jeopardy the
peart of the country and the integrity of tne Union.TlxJy have ever been true to the leadings of a sound na¬tional sentiment, and hare cheerfully euoountered all theresponsibility and all the cost of such fidelity. Love oftheir whole country has been the law and life of their
course as a party. For this they suffered or advocated atariff, whose immediate and direct benefits all went to theNorth ; for this they bore the burden of the system of in¬ternal improvements, whose advantages were moat un¬
equally enjoyed by the West; for this we opposed, underthe circumstanoes, the annexation of Texas, (only to be
accomplished at the price of the harmony of th$ Union;)and for this also were found sriraved against the im¬pulses of their own section, when Mexico was to be dis¬
membered, and an alien empire as a brand of discoidadded to the Confederacy. In the cause ofjustioe, whenthey could suppose their country was to be truly served,they have not counted the cost, and hate breasted a cur¬
rent often too strong to be successfully opposed. Theywere content to be sacrificed when duty demanded it.
Imbued With these sentiments, when our country re¬

cently was rent by sectional divisions, and the dissolution
of the Union seemed inevitable, they were willing, in the
spirit of peace, and as an extreme proriTof their attach¬
ment to tl)felr compon country, to accept of the Compro¬mise measure^, so caHed, including the fugitive s^ave taw,as a final settlement of the questions which had so agitatedand endangered the Confederacy; and theWhigs of SouthCarplina are now prepared to stand upon this platform of
the Compromise, and to maintain it aS essential to the
harmony and existence of the Whig party and the integ¬rity of the Union. Therefore, be it

Rttolned. That the Whigs of South Carolina will gladly actwith the Whigs of any section of their common country on
the basis of the Compromise, and will give a cordial and heartysupport to any Whig candidate, and to none other, who will
distinctly and explicitly avow his aeceptanoe of the Compro¬mise as a final settlement of the questions included in it, andhis determination to adhere to it, and to support it as Pre¬
sident.
J'r1.1' ,Th.at.w® the present able, patriotic, and
successful administration of the Federal Government as emi-

to the *ratitlJ<i» of our country,, irrespective of
all party divisions; we recognise in the temper and principles
of its measures the just, equal, and liberal spirit of the Con¬
stitution j and we have in Mr. Fillmore a Chief Magistrate
whose course has been guided by a single-minded devotion to
.

country and the Constitution, and who, at every difficult
step of his administration, has consulted only th< oracle of
duty, and acted up to and acted out the immortal sentiment,
I would rather b« right than be Pre*iiUmt."
Retoletd, That we have the highest admiration for Da^icl

>v ebster as a statesman, lawyer, and orator; we appreciate
«

eminent services he has at various times rendered to
the American Republic.the glowing eloquence, the profound
arguments, the noble and lofty sentiments which he has pour¬
ed forth in generous profusion of unrivalled strength aad beau¬
ty, on late and important occasions, when the safety of the
country was in peril, and required and received his prompt,
patriotic, and triumphant support.

P. J. Pobchkr, Esq. offered the following resolution :

licolved, That a committee of eight be appointed by the
J? ,*nominate Delegates to the Whig Convention, to be
held in Baltimore on the 16th instant; and that said Delegates
be authorised and empowered to fill any vacancies in their own
body that may oecur from sickness, absence, or otherwise, by
substituting Southern Whigs who are present.

This being carried, the following Committee were ap¬
pointed, Ti». P. J. Porcher, Dr. Thomas Ogier, J. J. Mc-
Carter, 6. Mowiy, L. M. Hatch, Z. B. Oakes, J. M. Wal¬
ton, and T. W. Alalone, who selected the subjoined ticket,
which was confirmed by the meeting:

Delegates at Large.
Hon. Waddy Thompson, of Greenville.
William Grego, Esq., of Barnwell, Alternate.
Dr. Sampil Henry Dickson, of Charleston.
Tristram Tofprr, Alternate, of . do

* For the DiitricU.
T. J. Kerr, 1st Congressional District.
G. 8 Bryan, 2d do do
W. Patton, 3d do do
G. W. Brown,4th do do
W. Whaliy, 6th do « de
R. K. Paync, Oth do do
II. H. Williams, 7th do do

On motion, it was Retolced, That these proceedings be
published in the papers of the city.
The meeting then adjourned.

.
P. Y. PORCHER, President

W. S. Coatxs, Secretary.
Homestead Exemption..The Ontario Reposi¬

tory expresses itself strongly in opposition to the
Land Donation Bill. Concluding an article, it says:
" No native American, who has health and vigor to

wield an axe, or a partiele of the resolute spirit of a

pioneer settler, would thank the Government for its beg¬
garly gift, when he could earn it in a twehremonth, and
retain his independence and self-respect. This spirit,
hitherto so characteristic of our countrymen, and which
has done so much for the growth and greatness of our.

country, it is the duty of the Government to foster .

promote by wise and appropriate legislation. That which,
is now proposed tends direotly to impair and undermine
it. It is of a piece with those schemes of agrarian distri¬
bution which of late years have been broached by vision¬

ary reformers, whleh, instead of inculcating upon our -

citizens the duty and dignity of self-relianoS, would teach,
them to look to the Government for Support, and make
them petulant and envious towards others, who, by greater
industry and better economy, have acquired superior
affluence and comfort to themselves. There am other
and more serious evils of a political character growing out
of this scheme, which are forcibly set forth in a speech of
the Hon. Mr. Howard, of Texas."

The New York 44 Mirror," alluding to the diffi-
'culty of obtaining seamen for the Japan expedition,
says:
"The Mississippi, now lying in the East River, lacks

some fifty good seamen (we are told) to make up her oo»
plement. There are two causes for the dttBeulty in ship¬
ping good men-of-war's men : first, the fact that onJly $12
per month is paid, which is from $2 to $6 less than the
merchant packet service pays* and second, the fact~
though it may see strange to some, that old men^ol.war'tf
men, as a general thing, will net ship sinee the abolition
of flogging They are not willing to serve where half »
crew are liable to 'be hand-cuffed and useless half the
time.the only way of punishing neglect of d«*y, Insub¬
ordination, Ait,'; and ajfo because' only the off-sebnrim
of seamen can be get St present rate*. Nor Is this strange
Can or ought it to be expected that seamen wiU enter the
navy, on a harder or more perilous servioe, for a third of
a quarter less than they can get more easily and safely ?
While wages have risen in the merchant service, qod kept
face with land wages, the navy has made Ho advance,
his is wrong. Hs who works and pSrils his lift for thf

nati#» is worthy at l^ast ef as good pay as he turn get-
ashore from an individual. We shall have but indifferent
seamen, and an incomplete navy, until Jack is justly paid
and punished."

THE "LAND REFORMERS" IN NEW YORK.
Albany, Jdns 15..While Mr. Waits, of Springfield,

Massachusetts, was visiting his brother-in-law at Nassaw,-
in that State, ho was shot down by a gang of anti-renters
and very dangerously wounded.

Conviction roR Arson..At the Criminal term of the
Worcester County Court of Common Pleas in session at
Worcester, (Mass.) Samuel Sampson was convicted en a

charge of setting fire to and burning town the house of
his father in PctoTsham, in April last. The motive for the
deed was that his father was about to many again, and
he did not desire to have a mother-in-law. He was sen¬
tenced to the Penitentiary fot- lift, and, after all, did'not
prevent Ms father from marryingagsin.
A wag in the Norfolk Herald observes that the Demo¬

cratic "platform" is a characteristic dhdr. It endorse*
the Declaration of Independence, re-affirms the gutta
peirfca r*notations of TO and whieh have seen such
hard ntfrvioe for half a century, is silent on ths Maine
liquor law and the Rochester ranpings, ana exorcises the'
departed sprite of the National Rant, which,like Aome dkrle
demon, Seems to hannt the bed curtain* fVfrewtle* spirits.

INTnnnsTiNo Scsnb..The Catholic Cathedral in Frank¬
lin street, Boston, was, on ths dth instant, thronged witk
Sabbath school children, wbo Wet* present to rScem the
rites of saeratbetatal eonfirmaHtm, slFmfhiMeMI by Bishop
Firzr*rsinw. There were three handred gfrfc, all wear¬
ing white veils, and about two hundred boys.


